Brestrup, Christine

From: Tucker, Jonathan

Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 11.54 AM
To: Brestrup, Christine

Subject: NYT article

Attachments: NYT article 10.20.14.pdf

Chris:

Please forward the attached article to the Planning Board and have copies of the article and this email
available tonight. '

Some of the discussion by the Planning Board and members of the community regarding downtown
development has included whether such housing would address the issue of Amherst’s missing demographic
cohort of households of people from 24-35—families of child-bearing age.

Attached is an article that discusses where the portion of that 24-35 year old demographic that is college-
educated is settling—in urban center settings. It is worth considering whether new urbanized residential
development in Amherst Town center and its village centers might not be one vehicle by which Amherst can
attract these folks. The suburban patterns and preferences of their parents and grandparents are clearly not
working for this population. The Baby Boom and echoing boomlets in recent decades were historical artifacts
of 20t century war and economic expansion, and will not be replicated in the same numbers or in the same
forms. Families and households will continue fo get smaller in the future. Encouraging the construction of
new housing in Amherst Town Center within walking distance of two educational institutions of international
repute, on a public transit system that provides access to all that the Valley can offer—that could provide a
housing niche that met these families’ needs and that could be a useful part of Amherst’s strategy for its
future. '

Thanks, '

Jonathan Tucker

Planning Director

Ambherst Planning Department
4 Boltwood Avenue, Town Hall
Ambherst, MA 01002

(413) 259-3040
tuckeri@amherstina.gov
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Where Young College Graduates Are Choosmg to
Live

OCT. 20, 2014
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When young .c‘olle_g'e graduates decide where fo move, they are not just looking at
the usual suspects, like New York, Washington_'jand San Francisco. Other cities are
inereasing their share of these valiable residents at an even higher rate and have
reached a high overall percentage, led by Deriver, San Diego, Nashville, Salt Lake
City and Portland, Ore., accor ding to a report published Monday by City
Observatory, a new think tank.

And as young people continue to spurn the suburbs for urban living, more of
them are i‘ﬂovfhg to the veryhesrt of cities — even in economically troubled places
like Buffalo and Cleveland. The number of college-educated people age 25 to 34
living within three .mﬂ_es. of city centers has surged, up 37 percent since 2000, even
as the total population of these neighborhoods has slightly shrunk,
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Some cities are attracting young talent while their overall population falls, like
Pittsburgh and New Orleans. And in a reversal, others that used to be magnets,
like Atlanta and Charlotte, are struggling to attract them at the same rate.

- Even as Americans over all have become less likely to move, young, college-
educated people continue to move at a high clip — about a million cross state lines
each year, and these so-called young and the restless don’t tend to setile down
unti] their mid-3os. Where they end up provides a map of the cities that have a
chance to be the economic powerhouses of the future.

“There is a very strong track record of places that attract talent becoming
places of long-term success,” said Edward Glaeser, an economist at Harvard and
authorof “Triuwmph of the City.” “The most successful economic development
policy is to attract and retain smaxt people and then get out of their way.”

The economic effects reach beyond the work the young people do, according
o Enrico Moretti, an economist at the Univei'siﬁr of California, Berkeley, and
author of “The New Geography of Jobs.” For every college graduate whotakesa -

" job in an innovation industry, he found, five additional jobs are ex}entually created
in that city, such as for waiters, carpenters, doctors, architects and teachers.

“It’s a type of growth that feeds on itself — the more young workers you have,
the more companies are interested in locating their operations in that area and the

" more young people are going to move there,” he said,

About 25 percent move young college graduates live in major metropolitan
areas today than in 2000, which is double the percentage increase in cities’ total
population. All the 51 biggest metros except Detroit have gained young talent,
either from net migration 1o the cities or from residents gra&uating from college,
according to the report, It is based on data from the federal American Community
Swrvey and written by Joe Cortright, an economist who runs City Observatory and
Impresa, a consulting firm on regional economies, '

' Denver has become one of the most powerful magnets. Its populatlon of the
young and educated is up 47 percent since 2000, nearly double the percentage
increase in the New York metro area. And 7.5 percent of Denver’s population is in
this group, more than the national average of 5.2 percent and more than anywhere
but Washington, the Bay Arvea and Boston.

Denver has many of the tangible things young people want, economists say, .
including mountains, sunshine and jobs in booming industries like tech. Perhaps
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more important, it also has the ones that give cities the perception of cultural cool,
like microbreweries and bike-sharing and an acceptance of marijuana and same-
sex marriage. '

“With lots of cultural things to do and getting away to the mountains, you can
have the work-play balance more than any place I've ever lived,” said Colleen
Douglass, 27, a video producer at Craftsy, a start-up with online classes for crafis.
“There’s this reaﬁy thriving start-up scene here, and the sense we can be in a place
we love and work at a cool new company but not live in Silicon Valley.”

Other ecities that have had significant increases in a young and eduecated
population and that now have more than their share include San Diego, Baltimore,
Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, Nashville, Salt Lake City and Portland, Ore, | |

At the other end of the spectrum are the cities where less than 4 percent of the
population are young college graduates. Among those, Detroit lost about 10
percent of this group, while Providence gained just 6 percent and Memphis 10
percent, ' '

Atlanta, one of the biggest net gainers of young graduates in the 1990s, has
taken a sharp turn. Iis young, educated population has increased just 2.8 percent
since 2000, significantly less than its overall population, It is suffering the
consequences of overenthusiasm for new houses and new jobs before the crash,
economists say.

The populatién of young, educated people in Dallas, Charlotte and Raleigh is
also growing more slowly than their populations as a whole. :

The effects of the migration of the young and the restless are most vividly seen
in urban cores. In 1980, young adults were 10 percent more likely than other
people to live in these areas, according to the report from City Observatory, which
is sponsored by the Knight Foundation. In 2010, they were 51 percent more likely,
and those with college degrees were 126 percent more likely. The trend extends to
all the largest metropolitan areas except Detroit and Birmingham, Ala,

Of the metropolitan areas with the most populous city centers, Washington
and Philadelphia showed the largest increases of young adults living there, at 75
and 78 percent. Other cities that have made big gains in that category are
Baltimore, Los Angeles, San Diego, Dallas, Miami and St. Louis, Washington also
had the largest share of young college graduates over all, at 8.1 percent.
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“They want something exciting, culturally fun, invelving a lot of diversity —
and their fathers’ suburban lifestyle doesn’t seem to be all that thrilling to many of
them,” Mr. Glaeser said. . '

How many eveniually desert the city centers as they age remains to be seen,
but demographers predict that mauy will stay. They say that could not only bolster
city ceononties, but also lead to decreases in crime and improvements in public
schools, If the trends continue, places like Pittsburgh and Buffalo could develop a
new reputation — as role models for resurgence.

. The Upshot provides news, analysis and graphics about politics, policy and everyday life,
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

- A version of this ariicle appears in print on October 20, 2014, on page A15 of the New York edition-with
the headiine: Hello, Buffalo: Urban Migratlon of College Graduates is Expanding.
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